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While there was a falling off In the eatfle receipts  during  the week, ::et:fm;l:lr;q:ﬁ l&;]‘l;ﬁ)'ﬂ::_she;gt:rn :-u?- P GE OF THE SAVIOUR. led by = winding statrénsy whilh goes
T hills « LA ~
compared with the week previous, yet the imports amounted (o 5133 head, Savior ‘was born. The town is only | down nl-;-m the p_-‘l:'ur;:h‘. 'I;hi.\ ca\:;mlg!{;
which for thix time of the yenr Is considered a goodly number. saven miles _from .!F_rflsalr.-rm It ist'._lI o :::); ‘:" p:rhaal:\: lﬂ_ te::-tahggflthe B
Ehake enttle Sheswew Setlly ‘sbet §37 areund ¥u the Fert, Werth wmar- h - S o i heet auartirs of an noue | The Road From Jerusalem, Where Judas Committed |t feee o overes wits serste. sang
ket, some bringing higher prices so that the valnation of the imporis during Jouy Old Joy Dlstnbutor a comfortable carriage. The usual price | Smcjde and David 2 ed }ja,th e Pl . Of ];:.rr::)s hu:.gmii;umh lge :Jc;(;tr ::;:l l:ll:.:
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the past week, flguring on the Fort Werth market price iy $135501, which
showy thng El Pase s still the most important pert of eniry for eatile in the

Umited States.
It in expected that fmmedintely aft

wiil be mnde reznrding the pomber of eattle imported.
LIST OF THE IMPORTS.

er the bolldays awmother new record

i The Impgris for the past week and the impofters are:
Dee. 17, F. W. Bigham, ialeana, Chib., to Fert Weorth, for slaughter. . ... 1474
Dee. 17, dno. T. Cameron, Galeanz, Chih, to Fori Worth, for slaughier 1197
Dee. . 17.F. W. Bigham, Galensn, Chlh, to Fort Worth, for sisughter.... 132
Dee..17.J4. T. Camerch, Galeama, Chih., to Dougles, Ariz., for grazing.. 2I16
Dee. 47. J. T. Camereon, Galeana, Chlh, 40 Mendota, Tex., for grazing.... 405 |
Dee. 1T J. T. Cameron, Galeans, Chlh..'go Kansas Clty, for sinughter..... ¥
Dec. 18, 4. T. Cameron, Galeans, Chih., to Fort Weorth, for slnughter.... 528 |
Deec. 19, J. Lee Ojier, Galeans ,Chih., to San Jose, Cal, for graziag.... 502
Deec. 22, J. C, Peyton, Galennn, Chih, to Fl Paso, for slanghter. .. .. ..... 58
Dee. 23, J. T. Oameron, Iurbide, Chih, to Kansax Cliy, for slaughter.... 430 |
— |
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Joe Sweeney—Don't bring me .'.m'-l
thing; just take away that congression-
al bee before it stings me. I'm out)
enough on polities alyeady; being a
maeyor is expenslive enough.

Henry Keliy—Bring me another ons
like Will Burges, |

John Dyer—EBring Will Burges a mir-'
ror so he'll quit thinking he's as good
looking as I am.

A. P. Coles—PBring me some Tennes-
see molntain “dewdrop,” the best In
the world.

Park Pltman—I've asked long enough
for hair restorer, and you can’t give me
my job again: Henry Kelly does that._
I'm satisfied. I suppose.

Wili Race—Bring the insurance men|
to ‘& realization of what a real fire
proof bullding I=; then I'll be happy. l

Frank Rich—Bring the people some|
money 1o spend for good theatrical at-|
tractions. T'li furnish the attractions, |

-

Winchester Cooley—I'm satisfied: 1|
have Fred Feldman. |
W. L. Gaines—Don't bother me; Tm|

happy enough that I am not on the
school board with that deficit to face. |

Harry Carpenter—Bring me 8 mayor
with less feeling about spending money. |
The school board needs assistance.

Edgar Kayser—Bring everybody to a
realization that I don't want to get|
married, so they'll quit wondering
whan it i going te happen.

J. G. McNary—Bring me a man who
will bufld that hotel right off and—
say, bring me & new song.

| can use it on myself if | aver consent to

Geo, Flory—Bring me something for
that thin spot on top of my head; or
people will soon be thinking !'m g1-
ting old.

John Wyatt—Bring me a ciub so I

become o waterworks receiver agaln.

W. W. Turney—Bring me the faculty |
for seeing how very funny ring polhlcs|
is in El Paso; I'm afraid I tuke -t too
seriously. |

Walter Clayton—Bring me a plan fo:
grading all streets in the city and still]
keeping the money in the ‘reasufy, {

J. A Smith—Bring me assurance tist |
when I am through with the job, I may |
name my 0Wn sSUcCCSssSOor as postmasiar.

John Fisher—Bring me a real Ia aghs |
one that has noise in it

A. Schwartz—Bring me a Retail Mer- ¢
chants’ League membership that will
meet when I call them. !

Col. A. C. Sharpe—Bring the peo) I(‘]
of El Paso to a realization that they
are not going to get a bigger post Ly |
knocking the army and suinz the gov-|
ernment fo try title to the fort prop-
erty.

Bd Kneczell—Bring me soms anti-|
! lean: 1 want to be a largs man. i
Burt Orndorff—RBring me somebody

who Is a better hotel manager than I|

am. I would jusp; llke to look at him. !
Peyton J. Fdgards— Bring me the

man who =gid the sheritf's office was By

=nap; I'want to taks a crack at him.
Ike Aldérete—Keno,

CHAISTMAS HAPPINESS AND CHEFR
FOR TWO HUNDRED POOR CHILOREN

The Toys Donated by Big)
|

Hearted El Pasoans to Be
Distributed by Woman'’s
Thanks to the charitable people of El
Paso and the Women's Charity sssoci-
stion, Christmas will be a ozppy one
for 200 children who ml_g'm have bean

unhappy on that day.

For several days presents for the
poor have been plling into the Women's
Charity association’s office tn the base- |
ment of the court house, and this even-
Ing at 7 oclock the presents will he
distributed, at the charity cliffic offics |
in the county jail. '

There are some ¢hildren who ar= iil
and will not be able to sttend, but thelr
brothers or sisters, or, perhaps their
parents will call and get the presonts
for them =and make them happy con
Christmas morning.

There will be horns and other noisy
instruments for the fun loving boys,
tiny dressed dolis and other pretty nres-
ents for the girls, frult, popcorn, can-
dy, peanuts and chewing gum for hotn

Gl& Make Gifts for Habies.

On Thanksgiving day the students at
the El Pase School for Girls promised
thet they would make some useful gar-
ments for the needs bables, and those |
pledges have been rédcemed. There will
be many warm little vests and other

| broken are put on and the good as new

iz to have other presents. Ome Httle|
boy. Bervl Burdick, wrapped up a num- |
ber of toys, tied them with ribbon and |
tigssue paper just the same as if he were |
giving them to one of his boy chums,
and took them down for Leonardo. '
Boy Gives His Cost, |
Anpther boy of eight years has siven |
& Coatl, & new coat, becauss he thought |
Some poor boy might need it more than |
he did. l
Toys which had become damaged |
were given 1o the association by e |
department storse. the Popular, Calis):-
er's. Kiefer's, ‘Springers’'s and Kress's, |
all ‘sending all dolls that were dam.
aged. There is' repair shop in the
quarters of the charity association, |
where new heads, new arms and new !
legs for those thag have been lost or

ones will go out to make the children
happy. The toys are all new.

Mrs, R. W. Deason has given 18 dolls
ail dressed In most becoming ros!umes;
Mesdames B. A. Armstrong and T. S
Stewart and Ernest Wrizht all gave
money. Mrs. M. R Steffen sent some
cookies and peanuts and Mrs. Booker
gave & basket of candy, nuts ang frait.

Miss H. Grmee Franklln, who is In
charge of the distribution of tih~ preg-
€nis, says that thé response to tho an-
peal this Christmas has been mos™ Zen-
€rous and it is not expected that the
Charity assoclation will be epmpelled
10 expend any moner to secure B as=
the dopations have been most gener- !
ous. i

The Christmn

8 iree used at the First |

| night features at a number of gather-

' Paso.

ter

| B, Elfers’'s class; “Dollies Rockabr,” by

Recliation, “Lullaby.” Frances Par- |
| ker,
Flag drill and song by AMiss Gene-

'ST. MARY'S SCHCOL

1

Visits Sunday School En-
tertainments.

MANY TREES AND
SPECIAL PROGRAMS |

distribution of
prettily ar-
Friday

Christmas exerclses,
Christimmss presents and
ranged Christmas trees were

ings of Sunday school children in El

At the First Presbyterian, Westmins- |
Presbyterian, Trinity Methodist |
Sunday schools and at 8t. Mary's school |
Christmas exercises were held Friday, |

i by St Mary's school puplls in the aft-

ernocon and by the Sundsy schoolg in
the evening. At all attractive programs l
were rendered by the puplls and at !
each of the entertalnments there wers |
gifts for the children, distributed In
several instances by 'a jolly old Santa
Claus. At the Houston Square Bap-
tist Sunday school the Christmas can-
tata will be given Tuesday evening.

SALVATION ARMY
TO FEED HUNDRED

Arrangements Made to Sup-
ply Vietuals to Hungry
Mouths.

About 1000 eager mouths will be fed
this Christmas by the Salvation army in

El Paso. From street offerings, and |
special subscriptions the workers amoung |

the poor have been able to make up 150 |
baskets with a chicken each, and gll
the necessities for & real “Sunday din-
ner.” At the proportion with which
race suleide s not practliced among the
poor it is estimsted that these baskets
will feed pearly 1000 persons, Adit
John Howard is distributing the bas-
keéts fwong the American poor, while
Adjt, James Hunter, In charge of the
Mexican work, will sea to his wards.
The Salvationists declare that they are
reaching a certain class which s
largely untouched Ly any other charity.

HAVE A CHRISTMAS
TREE AND PRESENTS

There was a Christmasgtree at the
First Presbyterian church Friday night
with & real Sants Claus and real pres- |
ents for the children. Boxes of candy |
were the order of the day and several
hundred of- them were distributed to |
th¢ Bunday school children who at-
tended.

Littie girls and little boyz of the
Sunday school went througn séveral
difficult exercises in the most approved
fazhion and an entertainment for and
by children was presented , pleasing all
those im attendance, and there were
many, for the church parlors were
crowded.

Program.
Song, “'Tis the Merry Christmas
Time"™ by school,
Scripture Reading.
Prayer.
Reltations: “Christmas Time,” Pau-
line Eek: “Christmas Letter,™ Mrs. E

Adelalde Overstreet, Helen Jones, Helen
tobinson, Falth Meyer, Elizabeth
Brinckerhoff.

Song, “Caroling Bells,” Mrs, Geo.
L& Baron's class,

Recltation, “'Tis
garet Bowman,

Class exercise, “Little Candles.," Miss
Ksatnerine MeWater's class.

R.

Christmas* Mar-

vieve Ander=on's class of boys
Recltation, “The Falrles” Mins Hazel
Harvey's clasy dressed as falries,
Song, “Lo, In a Manger,” by school.
March and descriptive song “Fpl-
lowing the Star,” Miss Eva Humter's
class,
Hecitation and song, “"The Angel and
the Children,” Mrs. W. T. Stevenson's
clasa.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

The boys and girls of St. Mary's
school gave their Christmas entertain-
ment at St Mary's hail Friday. The
program was typleal of the Christmas
spirit A large audicnce, composed of
friends and relatives of the pupils, was

useful baby clothing to gledden the | & sb‘:'tc- ed i e Sy —_ ha_-;i Em":tfanﬁ ‘:“'5 e
een donated to the Charity assoctatio -ntertalnment, Il
:'l:f:!!wd poverty-siricken mothers of :ndl;gu be used for the poor cl:ildregi . The e;ti?:;ainmert ;:onamted of recita-
- on at the charit ons, dr musical numbers and
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Doubt Exin;‘ as to Its Sacred Authenticity,

By Frederic J. Haskin

but Its Religious Observance Is General

¥

L}

ASHINGTON, D. C.. Dee 24—
W Christmas oceuples a pecu]i.nr'
position In the calendar of thell

“days we celebrate.” Ordinarily; the his-
toric event which =ets apart one day In‘
the year from all the rest has occurred
on that particuiar day of the month at;
mome time in the past. Not so ﬂth]
Christmaz, for authoritles now general- |
1y mgres that the evenl which the day
memorializes—the birth of Jesus nt[
Nazareth-—did not ocour at this time of
the year, for this is the stormy season |
in Palestine and the shepherds could |
not have been tending their flocks on
the hills, as it is recorded was the case |
when the news of the birth of a child
in the manger at Bethlehem was boma}
to them by choiring hosts from heaven. |
For more than three centuries after
the birth of Christ there was confusion ,
in the day set aside for the celebration
of the event. Some Christians obgerv- |
ed January 1, others Junuary 6. while a |
large percentage adopted March 29, the
period of the Jewish Passover. while|
still others eclected to solemnize Sep-
tember 28, the date of the Feast of the
Tabernacle. January 6 and December!
25 were the two favorite dates, how-
ever. until the time of Pope Juljus 1,

| most authentie

| caused a church in Nicomed

who at the earnest request of St. Cyril
of Jerusalem, had inguiries mad-‘-[
throughout Palestine to determine the
date. He decided |
favor of December 23 i

Tragedy of An Early Christmasx,

But long before the definite selaction
of December 5 gs the day to celebrate
the coming of the ETeatest teacher tha
world has known, Christmas seame tt;
have bheen singled gut by the god of!
time for noteworthy events. Notice of |
the observance of Christmas in the sec- |
ond century, during the reign of the |
emperor Commodus, I8 to be found ln:
the Roman annals and 100 years Iater |
Diocletian, the cruel despot snd perse- |
cutor of the followers of the Na.z.urene.l
ia to be set|
on fire while a band of Christians wera
inside celebrating the day whish!
brought peace on earth and good will
toward men. Every exit was barred
and the whole company of worshippers |
perished in the flames,

Date Noteworthy in History.

Some of the most notewoarthy events
in English history have wgecurred on
December 35. One of the greatest acts
in the relgn of Willlam the Conqueror,

i
1

and one which has left a trustworthy
record of the customs and the resources
of early England, wase Inaugurated rlu:-
ing the Christmastide celebration of
1085, for it was in this year that m({
“king had very deep speech with his
wise men” and at the end of this deep
speech . commissloners  were sent
through England to set down by whom
every plece of land, great and small,
was held and what it was worth. This
Information was compiled into what
was krnown as Domesday Book, one of
the most valuable historic records in all
the world.

The Christmas of. 1214 occuples the
same revered place in the English cal-
endar as the Fourth of July, 1776, ge-
cuples in American hearte, and in many
respecis that Christmas should be as
dear to the memory of Americans as to
our cousine across the sen. It was at
this Christmas festival that the bar-
ons demanded from king John the doc-
ument which, as the foundation of
English self government is known to us
as the Magna Charta. John's tyranny
and lawlessness had hecome Intal srahle,
and the people's hopes hung on the f’.‘sl’-]

(Continued on Next Page.) i

| tton, you are expected to mive a =mall

| and
| miller,

| sun is full in our faces

for the round trip Is $2.40, and, in addi-

riding

fee to the driver. There are
which

horses outside the Jaffa gate

will take you there and back for less
money, and If you would go still
cheaper you can hire a donkey or
sravel on foot. Thera are scores of

pligrims from Russia, Armenia, Syria!

and even far Abyssinia, who tramp over
the road every day, and wé& shall meet
many parties of them stalking along
with staffs in their hands. The Rus-
sian peasants wear rude shoes of straw !
or top boots, the Syrians have shoes
shod with the hide of the camel and
the Abyssinian and others are often
barefoot.

Hy Carriage to Bethlehem.

The Shepherds and the Well of the Magi—In
' Grotto of the Nativity—How Christ’s
Mother Really Looked.

of the Esast followed the star on their
way to the stable in which Jesus was
born, They had called upon king Herod
at Jerusalem to ask about the Iklng of
the Jew= He had told them to find
where he wag horn, that he might come
and worship him. The rond goes by a
well where It is sald these Wise Men

We shall take carriages for our trip
from Jerusalem. We start at Jaffa|
gate, next David's Tower, on the top of
Mount Zion, near where, it is clalmed. |
the crucifixion took place. The gate has |
been widened by the breach throui:'hl
the wall made In honor of Kalser Wil-
helm of Germany, and all sorits of ve-
hicles can now go In and out. As we |
leave the gate we pass coffee houses, |
in which the paople of a dozen different
nations are drinking, 5o by the rail-
road station, where the locomotive just!

In from the Medisrranean is puffing
and smoking, skirt the valley of Hin-
nom, in which s the Pool of Glhon,

where David was annointed, and a little
later on stop near the village where |
king Saul was crowned.

The road is excellent. It {s of a hard
limestone wealled on' each side by lime-
stone fences and backed - with green
fields which are now covered with the
dust of the road. The traffle is con-
stant and the dust makesa the alr white. !
It fllls our eyes, mouth and nostrils, |
turns our clothes inte those of a
We cover our eyes with smok-
ed glasses to keep out the glare. The
road is dazzling white, the fences are
white and a white dust covers lhﬂ1
green of the fields. The =Ry is tht;
blue and the sun beats down, sending |
out millions of silver white rays. “‘a_
are golng toward the south, and thei
It Is hot. al-|

though a cold wind s blowing over|

these hille of Judea which whirls the |
dust around snd sends columns of it

into the alr. 3
Reclaiming Palestine.

Soon after leaving Jerusalem we
cross a depression covered with green,
which Is known as the Valley of Roses. |
Farther dn are ollve groves, and as we
near Bethlehem there are great flelds
of gredn, and off at the left we can

| seg the plain where the yvoung widow

Ruth garnered what for .ald Boaz and |
thos got food and & husband™ -

All the way from Jerusalem to Beth-'
lehem the country la growing. There |
are signs of increased cultivation, and|
every blt of avallable land is being set|
out In orchards and gardens. T went|
over the same road 20 .odd years ago.
The country then was bare rocks with|
bits of grass here and there. Today |
the land is dlvided into fields. The sur-|
face rocks have been gathered together |
and Iald up In fences as high as my|
head. The land which is cleared Is|
now planted In wheat, corn and barley, |
and the country has the appearance of
a cultivated mountain garden. New ol. |
Ive ‘orchards are rising, and many of |
the old anes still stand. The trunks of
the latter are knotty and gnarly, but!
the leaves are of green dusted with!
silver, and T am told they bear fruft I|
photographed one tréee not more than!
30 feet high which had a ‘trunk as|
thick as a hogshead and branches
which shaded a large tract of ground.
The soil of Palestine Is as fertile foday
as it was when Joshua led the Israel-
ites across 1t, and, barring the fences,
I doubt not the landscape is about the
same now as it was when Christ was
born.

In the Footsteps of the Magl

Every bit of the way from Jerusalem
to Bethlehem lz historie ground, It was
over this same read Abraham traveled
to Mount Moriah and that the Wise Men

stopped to drink. It { kuown as the
“Wall of the Magi” and it is near an
ollve grove on the east slde of the road.
It is covered with a marble stone RS
big around as a cart wheel, 30 the cen-
ter of which @ hole has beem cut
through which the water is ralsed by a
bucket and rope to the surface. The
stone Is kept clean and well polished by
the kisses of pilgrims,

The story is that the Wise Men as
they trudged along tne road In the
gathering twilight sat down on the
margin of this well to rest, They
stoopad forward to draw some water to
drink, when they saw In the mirror like
surface the siar, They .ooked toward
the heavens, and then, In the words of

| the Seripture:

“Lo, the star which they saw in tae
east went bafore them, unt!l it came and
stood over where the young child was ™

The FPlain of the Shepherds.

It was mot far from here that 1 Caught
my first sight of the field where the
shepnerds My that same night when
they saw the star, It §= sald to be the
onsg which was owned by Boaz upon
which Ruth gleaned her whaat. It lles
Across the valley to the east of Bethle-
hem. There i= a little village in front
of it, and a part of the field is covered
by an olive grove 1 saw the sheep feoed-
ing upon it and as I rode to Bethle-
aem I passed fioeks of sheep which
were being driven to the Jerusalem
markets. They were of the fat-tafled
varlety, some of their talls welghing, I
venture, 15 pounds each.

They were oweed by shepherds,
dressed In long gowns and WeRring
handkerchliefs about their heads as tur-
bans. Some of the shepherds wore
gheepskins, and it is probahle that
they were clad much tne same as thoae
‘who followed the star. There (& a chapel
now In the Field of the Shepherds, and
for centuries o ehurch and 4 monastery
stood gn the spot.

Judns hﬂdqs-

£

Soon sfter leaving Jerusalem we pass

a hill, where, the gulde says. siood the
building in which Judas Iscariot sold
his Lord for 30 pleces of silver. The
site is ot the left of the road, and not
far awany ls an ‘old olfve tree, ugon
which the ignomant plIgrimns are *nond
Judas benged nlmself in his remosrse
after “he erucifixion.

Going onward about four miles frem
Jerusalem we come to a bullding wh'ch
has just recelved a fresh coat of wilte-
wash. It {& knowr as the Towb of Ra-
chacl, and it covers a spol where sl 18
sald to be burled, It i3 not far frem It
that David had his fignt with Goliath,

the 10-foot-high glant of the Seriptures, |

T am not sure as to the loaality., but
there are stones there toddy, and plenty
of ammunition for the slings of numer-
ous Davids, Indeed, thers
fleld on the hills of Judea which is nat
covered with stones of otte size or an-
other and the siepherds use slings to
this day_

The Field of Peas,

And, speaking of stones, reminds me
of the Field of Peas, which lles not far
from Bethleheam. It is a tract on the
side of a hill, upon which the rocks are

20 thick that if planted to coran Fou
would have to ¢arry earth to vover the
grains, As the story goes, our Lord

was passing herse when he =ay a man
sowing grain. He stopped and askea
him what he was sowing., The man re-

Is hardly a;

(Copyright, 1910, by Frank G. Carpenter.)

plied “stones,” and thersupon the seed

nll that he had sown did the same,
Seme of the stones mow on the fleld
are gathered up and peddled to pilgrims
as ralics.

I had one such peddler follow me half
the way from Jerusslem to Bethlahem.
He was a turbaned Byrian"boy on a don-
my carriage. To this the donkey ob-
lected, and the boy kept him up to nis
work with a stiek as long ss a husk-
ing plg and qually sharp. He inserted
this under the saddle, behind him, and
then using It as a lever, pulled on the
other end of the peg. forcing its sharp
polut into the animgal's flesh. At every
such pull the donkey kicked up Its
heels increased its speed, the long, full
trousered legs of rthe rider
stralght out asd bobhi
as it did so.

Bethlehem in 1916,

site of the Suvier's birth. It Is on the
top and =lde of & hill, It {s & mass of
box ke one, two and*three story houses
bullt along winding streets, which here

bullding material !s from the limestone
quarries nearby, and the town has many
quarrymen and masons, Entering, we
find the busines parts made ap of cave-
like storez and rude workshops, in
which the Bethlehemitas are making
the rosaries, crosses and atticies of
wood and mother-of-pear! for sale 1o
the tourists and pilgrims, Fully half
of the population i engmged in this
business, tne rosaries being shipped
from here to all parta of the world
They area sold to hoth Mohammedans and
{ Christians, and are used to keep count
| of one's prayers. There are also many
| erucifixes of {vory and articles of oilve
wood made and sold” for shipment
l_ahruad. The people are thrifty and
they seem welltodo. The town is the
lciea.uest in Palestine, and its nativex
| have an independent spirit, which w¥ou
| do not find in Jerusalem This may be
| from the fact that there are no Jews
in toe city, and comparatively few pau-
l'pers. nearly every one supporting him-
=elf.

The Church of the Nativity,

The grotto or cave in which Christ
wag born is in the verr heart of the
Bethlehem of todsy. There I8 an open
square in front of It surrounded by

| storés. and schools and a great church
| known as the Churea of the Nativity
| has been bullt over it. This church is
antered by a deor which looks like a
square tele cut through a stone wall
| It Is zv low that all vho enter, even the
| chfidr=2, must stoan.  As 1 started to
ga in 1 saw a Bethlehem woman with

a babe In her arme standing outside.
: The baby was small and I could imag-
ine tne woman as Mary and the child as
1 the Saviour. 1T took a ©oin out of my
pocket and ssked her to pose for my
comera. She dld so_stepping Into the
| sun. Nearby was a bearded Syrian In
turban and gown, and at first I thought
he might make a good Joseph to pose
with my Mary, He was In the shagow
of the church, Upon my bringing him
Iinto the light [ found that he was s
heggar and not fit for tae picture, so
I enriched him with a gift of & centy
and sent him back to his seat.

The Stable and lis Manger.

The Church of the Nativity Is of
great size. It belongs to the Greesks,
Lating and Armealans, each of whom
has a2 =hare In the church proper, and
iz compelled to worship = turn and in
his own quartars. Mohammedan sol-
dlers are always on guard to keep
them from quarreling, and this is s0
not only In the church itself, bui in

peas in his bag turn |
£ ed to stones, and | every Christmas.

|

] as

key, who had to gallop to keep up with ! long gowns

the pavement, and above [t an Inserip-
tion in Latin stating that this was the
spot upon which the Virgin Mary gave
birth to Christ. Ag one gide of the cave
i5 a recess ecalled the "Chapel of the
Manger,” where 1t is sald the Savior
was laid after Hlis birth. The manger
is of brown and white marble and &

wax doll les in it represénting the
Christ. The Latins claim that they
have the original., manser in one of

their cathedrals in Home. It is shown

As I stood in the stable not far from
the manger, a party of 20 Franeciscan
monks came in gnd knelt down and
sang a service concerning the nativity.
They were burly men, with shaved
heads and long beards. They wore
and thelr heads and feet
were bare. They knelt upon the floor
they sang, and at the end each
bowed and kissed the star marking the

| spot of Christ's birth.

and there are arch . | this well. It Is =aid that
torial A 0¥ the houses. The | _oe o oities thie Mikyts Tolt tuti. I ROk

}
|

l

| Christ
standing | grotto, If indeed it was ever used as ;
R up and down | g stable, has been so changed by the

How Christ’s Birtkpinee Really Looked,
During my stay in the Holy Land I

have rvislted many stablas which have
been used as such for ages, 4 which
are probably similar to that which

was born. This Bethlehem

decorations that it is impoesible to
conceive it to be the place of the na-

The Bethlehem of today stands on the | tivity. It is probabiy a fraund, as is al-

so the well at one side of the ¢rypt.
whaere the water is gaid (0 have burst
from the nak rock for the usa of
the holy family. I'looked down into
the star,

that It is only visible to thsa eye of
a virgin. I looked, but, being of the
other sex, could not see ft.

To return.to the real stables of tha
Holy Land. They are often caves, the
floors being of rough stone. They are
frequentiy large, and some have sev-
eral rooms filled with dookeys, cgmels
and horses. The mangers ars stone
boxes, and In front of them on the
floor may be seem men, women and
childrep sitting or lying, talking or
sleeping. They all wear the clothes of
the daytime and they sit upon the
stones at their meals. The man In
charge of the stahle or inn, as soms
of these caves are called is a ragged
Syrian, who collects about 5 cents a
day for housing and feeding each anmi-
mal. The manger of Christ was prob-,
ably one of thess hollowed out stone
boxes.

Bethlehem Bahies.

It was here at Bethigham that oc-
curred the slaughter of the-innocents.
King Herod had learned thst the Sa-
vior was bora, and be' thousht if he
still lived at Bethlelem he would make
sure of His death. So his soldiers kill-
ed all the chiidren under two years.
There is a place“here which the guldea
tell you was used for storing the
bodies, and in It are ofl paintings hor-
ribly done depleting the killing.

As to Bethlelem of today it has en-
tirely recoversd from the massacre of
Herod. Iis streets swarm with babies,

of whom are not as clean as they
ould he. There are many older chil-
dren as well and all how! for bak-
sheesh. The Bethlshemites are noted
for their beauty. Thia Is especlally so
of the girls who are fair skisned and
bright eved. They have plump, well
rounded forms, which they eclothe In
long gowss of white linen, so beautl-
tfully embroidered in silk that one
dress requires many months' work,
The ‘main part of their costume Is
much llke a woman's night gown with-
out frills or lace. The gown fallsto the
feef. being open at the fromt in a nar-
rew slit. Over the gown they wear
sleeveless coats of dark red stripes
and cover their heads with shawls of
linen embrolderad in silk. Each girl
has neckliaces of coins, and a head-
dress, which Is decorated with coins of
silver or gold. They do not hide their
faces and their features ares usually
refined. They are very intelligent. and
in trading with them I find that they
get the best of the bargsin.
Frank G. Carpenter.
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